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should remain in the room it had so long conse-
crated.

In a biographical sketch, which form's the in-
troduction to the "Letters of LydiaMaria Child,"
Mr. Whittier has shown how her noble " Appeal "
closed to her the doors of literary success which
had previously been thrown wide open for her.
His words are so fully applicable to his own case
as to be worth quoting. Mrs. Child and he had
both entered upon literary careers of great promise,
when at the call of duty they gave up the popular-
ity they had won, and encountered prejudice and
hatred they might easily have avoided. Of Mrs.
Child lie says in this " Introduction," written in
1883 : " It is quite impossible for any one of the
present generation to imagine the popular surprise
and indignation which the book called forth, or
how entirely its author cut herself off: from the
favor and sympathy of a large number of those
who had previously delighted to do her honor.
Social and literary circles, which had been proud
of her presence, closed their doors against her.
The sale of her books, the subscriptions to her
magazine, fell off to a ruinous extent. She knew
all she was hazarding, and made the great sacrifice,
prepared for all the consequences that followed.
... It is not exaggeration to say that no man
or woman of that period rendered more substan-
tial service to the cause of freedom, or made such
a great renunciation in doing it."

Every word of this generous tribute applies, as
the reader will see, to the precisely similar case of
him who wrote it. The warm, steady, and lasting